
 

Dear Family & Friends!      Spring/Summer/Early Autumn 2019 

Greetings from St. Petersburg, Russia! I apologize that it’s been so long since I’ve 
written. Life has a way of happening, time has a way of flying…and I have a way of 
things slipping my mind. I pray that all is well with you, that you had a great spring 
and summer and that fall is off to a good start! In Russia, September 1st is the first 
day of Fall. So, we are already a few weeks into fall and the weather is anywhere 
from quite cool to downright cold! But this is St. Petersburg, Russia where 
everything, including the weather, is always subject to change! Praise the Lord that 
we serve a God who does not change. He is yesterday, today and forever the same! 

This year’s vision at the Lord’s House of Prayer is “Communication, Demonstration, Duplication”. I for 
one have much room for improvement in all those areas, starting with the first. My last communication 
with you was in March! So, let me update you on what’s been happening. 

The work of Aliyah is increasing! God’s people are returning home! From January – July 2019, Aliyah 
from Russia has risen by 69% over the same time period in 2018. So far this year, Aliyah from Russia 
has gone over the 10,000 mark. That’s more than all of 2018! The ICEJ Russian branch has been busy 
with facilitating the work of Aliyah – sponsoring Aliyah flights; providing logistical support for those 
repatriating (accommodations and tickets for travel for Consular visits, apostilization of documents 
required by the Consul of Israel, transportation to the airport for departure to Israel, transportation to 
Aliyah seminars and camps,); assisting with Aliyah seminars and camps (Belarus, Latvia, Finland, St. 
Petersburg, Germany); rendering humanitarian aid to the elderly, handicapped, veterans and 
Holocaust survivors (food parcels, Pharmacy certificates, night shirts, T-shirts); reaching out to help 
the flood victims in the Irkutsk region of Russia (providing gym clothing for kids returning to school, 
and heaters for families whose homes were flooded); and assisting a special needs kindergarten with 
the purchase of gluten-free food for children with food allergies and Celiac Disease.  

At the end of May, the Finnish branch of ICEJ came to 
St. Petersburg for a series of organizational meetings. 
This was a very important visit, a time for sitting down 
together to communicate and understand everyone’s 
role in the organization better and establishing closer 
relationships for more intense working and partnering 
relationships. As part of their visit ICEJ Russia & ICEJ 
Finland visited the Jewish Agency for Israel to get to 
know them better and strengthen our relationship with 
them. The head of JAFI even invited us, along with 0ur 
partners from “EVA” to a Friday evening Shabbat dinner 
at her house. What better way to build relationship then 

to sit & eat at the same table together, fellowship & discuss future plans!  



On July 4th, Pastor Charlie’s sister, came for a visit. As always, she stayed 
with Bella, who had been looking forward to her visit for a long time. She 
came to pray and take part in the Guardian Angel project. At the end of 
July, Pastor Charlie’s sister & I, along with Irina (Pastor Anya’s assistant) 
and another lady from the church went to Sortavala, Karelia to pray on 
the place where the pedestal had been built. We were joined by the Bishop 
of the Lutheran Church, Alexander Kuznetsov and his wife, Galina. In the 
natural realm it was a colder than usual day for July and raining. In the 
spiritual realm there was a sense of breakthrough, which was felt by all, 
as we covered the vision and needs of this project in prayer, and gave 
honor, glory and praise to God. 

To give you a little background about the project: 
The leadership of the Association of Christian 
Evangelical Churches “Union of Christians”, whose president is Dmitri Poliakoff, 
initiated an unprecedented project designed to unite all Christian faiths and 
denominations in Russia – Project Guardian Angel.  The goal of the project is to 
raise the whole country to prayer. The plan is to erect 2 bronze guardian angel 
monuments, approximately 17 feet in height. The first one in Sortavala - the 
Republic of Karelia, and the second one in Kamchatka - the Russian Far East.  

The vision for the project was given to Anya Poliakoff, who is the Project 
Coordinator. The assignment that the Lord gave her was to unite the vast country 
of Russia in prayer.  To unite the country in prayer is a global task. Anya says, “The 
idea came to me to put in places, where prayers took place for the blessing of the 
land, a visible sign of God's favor. The best sign of such favor is a sculpture of an 
angel, because angels are messengers of God's mercy, grace and His will. These 

two angels, facing each other and located on opposite ends of the country, seem to turn the entire globe 
into the Ark of the Covenant. Russia is very large, it is like the Mercy Seat of this Ark, where the Glory 
of God was made manifest, for "... all the earth is full of His Glory." (Isaiah 6: 3). 

Next year, 2020, The Association of Christian Evangelical Churches will celebrate its 25th year 
anniversary. This is the Association where I served when I came to Russia 21 years ago. To celebrate 
this milestone, there will be a prayer journey through all of Russia’s time zones and regions, while 
sending a wave of prayer and worship throughout the country, as the second Guardian Angel makes its 
way to The Russian Far East. Prayer, Praise & Worship meetings will be held in each key city along the 
way, uniting believers, churches, and denominations in prayer for the nation of Russia and witnessing 
the miracles that God will do. 

Prayer is the driving force behind every revival. It goes before. It prepares the way. It fuels everything 
else. Everything is born in prayer. Everything begins with it, is sustained by it, and culminates in it. 

The Lord gave Pastor Dmitri three words – RETURN, REBUILD, RESTORE. These words are rooted 
in four Old Testament books: Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra, and Nehemiah. These are books about the return 
from the Babylonian captivity. The Lord showed Dmitri for Russia it is like a briefing session, because 
it is 100% connected with Russia’s historical period. “We are now rebuilding and restoring what we are 
as a nation. The first thing the Jews did, returning to the Promised Land, was to build an altar - the 
ground zero meeting place with God, and laid the cornerstone - the foundation of the temple. We, who 
were born in Babylon (in the USSR) are returning, paving the way, the route, and we are responsible 
for drawing a new prophetic trajectory for our nation.” 



 

When asking the Lord about the calling of the nation of Russia, the Lord took Pastor Dmitri to the 
vision/prophecy of Hudson Taylor. “We believe that this word contains the seed of our prophetic 
destiny as a nation. We believe that this is part of that gigantic project and vision that God has for 
Russia.” 

It was also prophesied about Russia: “Russia will be the host of the greatest revival that the world has 
yet seen. Because of it, the soul of the nation will be transcendent, overcoming many of the great 
problems of the times and helping many other nations to do the same… God’s grace is extended toward 
Russia, ... she will grow in stability and wisdom and be a great leader of nations until the end. The Lord 
has prepared great leaders for Russia in government, business, and the church. These will all be 
statesmen in their fields, developing a sound and wise interchange with counterparts in other nations 
to their mutual benefit… It is the destiny of Russia to precede the world in dealing with some of the 
problems that the whole world will face. Pray for wisdom from above to show them the way to build 
upon a foundation that can stand against the pressures to come. When Russia is standing on solid 
ground, the world will be safer, and she will be able to help pull many other nations out of the quicksand. 
The potential of the Russian soul is a great treasure.” 

Seraphim of Sarov, a Russian elder who died in 1832, prophesied of the great darkness that would be 
over Russia, but then a great light would come and spread from Russia all over the world. Shortly before 
the 1917 revolution, other Russian spiritual leaders talked the same way, predicting a dark night 
(communism), after which an awakening, not yet seen in the world, will occur. 

Dear friends, thank you so much for your prayers for the nation of Russia. I hope these prophesies 
encourage you in your prayers for this nation. 28 years ago, prayer brought down the Iron Curtain. Let 
us continue to pray so that we can see Russia fulfill her destiny and calling, as it is for the benefit of the 
whole world.  



On a cold and rainy evening, Friday, September 13th, Pastor 
Charlie’s sister and I participated in a big celebration of prayer, 
praise & worship held in the ruins of the Yakkim Church - the 
largest Lutheran church in Karelia, which burned down in 1977. 
After decades of being abandoned, prayer once again sounded 
in the temple! The liturgy was held by the Bishop Alexander 
Kuznetsov. The service was attended by not only locals, but also 
guests from Finland, America, the Far East, St. Petersburg and 
other cities of Russia. All of them came to Lakhdenpokhya to 
take part in the service commemorating the rebirth & 
restoration of the temple. 

The evening of prayer, praise and worship preceded the dedication of the 
installation of the Guardian Angel monument in Sortavala. Praise and 
Worship under an open heaven preparing the way for 
the plans and purposes God to come to fruition.  

On September 11th, on one of the most beautiful 
places, on Mount Kuhavuori in Vakkosalmi Park, the 
sculpture of the Guardian Angel was erected. On 
September 14th, a cold, windy and rainy day, instead 
of holding a public unveiling and presentation for the 
city, the Guardian Angel was dedicated in prayer to 
the Lord to be used for His plans and purposes for the 
residents of Sortavala and all those who come there 
and will see it. On the base of the statue is a plaque 
that is inscribed with the words of the psalmist: For 

He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. (Psalm 91:11). By the plaque there 

is an angel feather, that is within reaching distance, so that anyone who’s tall enough can touch it.       

I knew about the Hudson Taylor vision of 1889 when I came to Russia 21 years 

ago. The vision so stirred my heart. I remember praying “Lord I want to see that.” 

When Pastor Dmitri shared with the congregation about the Lord recently 

revealing this prophecy to him, and connecting it to Project Guardian Angel, once 

again my heart was stirred, and excitement rose in my spirit.  May the Project 

Guardian Angel prayer movement raise up and unite the country in prayer and 

bring about a spiritual awakening that will spread and bring about a worldwide 

awakening. The vision ends with the words, “after which Christ will come.” 

Recently, I had a dream. I only remember one scene of the dream: the black sky 

parted and there was Jesus seated on a white horse. It woke me up.  I laid in bed 

and expected at any moment to hear the sound of the trumpet… 

Thank you, my dear family and friends, for the way you bless my life! May God’s 

angels watch over you, guide you, protect you, inspire you, and minister to you. Supernatural blessings 

to you in Jesus’ Name! 

From Russia with Love, 

Sue Schramm 


